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MEDICAL  OFFICER. OF  HEALTH  for  tho  BOROUGH  OF 
SAINT  XVUS  (HUNTS).  FOR  THE  YEAR  .ENDING 
31  St  DECEI'ffiER  19U4. 
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To:- 

THE  M/iYOR,  ALDERMEN  .^ND  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE 
BOROUGH  OF  SAINT  IVES  (HUNTS). 


Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  this 
.report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of 
the  Borough.  The  report  is  in  a  shortened  form 
and  without  the  tables. 

The  essential  features  of  the  Report  have 
been  maintained  as  far  as  possible,  and  only  new 
matters  affecting  Public  Health  undertaken  during 
the  year  have  been  included  therein. 

I  om, 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen," 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  R.  GROVE. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

V;.R.  GROVE,  I.©.,  B.Ch.  ,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 

G.G.  YEANLLE,  Members  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 


Area 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

•  •  •  •  •  • 


2,326  acres. 


Rateable  Value  ...  ...  i&l7>506i 

Value  of  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ^^9 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  (approximately)  900 

Population  middle  1944.  ...  3''73 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YE/iR. 


Live  Births 
legitimate 
illegitimate) 


Still-births 

(legitiqiate) 

( illegitimate) 

Deaths 


Total 

M, 

P, 

62 

•  29 

33 

8 

5 

3 

W 

15 

IE 

2 

1 

1 

1 

•  0  • 

1 

•  41  30  11 


Birth-rate  per  1000  of  the 
estimated  resident 
population  ...  ... 


rate  per  1000  population  1.5 

f  . 

; 

Death-rate  per  1000  of 
the  estimated  resident 
population.  12.9. 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  causes'  (headings 
29  and' 30  of  the  Registrar  General's 
Short  List) 

.  *  •  *  t  % 

Deaths. 


No.  29  Puerperal  sepsis  ... 
No.  30  other  Puerperal  causes 

Total 


0 

0 

0 


Rate  per  1000 
total  (live  and 
still)  births 


0 


Death-rate  of  Infants  under  one  year 
of  age: 

All  infants  per  1000  live  births  4 
Legitimate  infants  per  1000  live 

births  ...  ...  •  •  •  ^ 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1000 
Illegitimate  live  births  ...  0 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages)  ... 

”  »*  measles  "  "  •••  ••• 

II  I*  whooping  cough  (all  ages)  ... 

II  ”  diarrhoea  (under  2 'years  of  age) 

As  a  comparison  the  Birth-rate  and  Death-rate 
during  1944  was: 


57.  per  1000 

M.  P. 

2  2 

2  2 

0  0 

...  ...  7 

...  ...  0 

...  ...  0 

i 

•  •  •  •  •  •  * 

for  England  and  Wales 


Birth-rate  ...  ••• 

Death-rate  ... 

Deaths  under  one  year  per  1000  births  was  ... 


17.6 

11.6 
46 
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SANITARY  CONDITIONS. 


1,  (1)  WATER ; -  The  Chesterton  and  Saint  Ives  Joint  Water  Board 

from  whom  the  Borough  Council  purchase  in  bulk,  maintained 
a  satisfactory  supply  in  spite  of  the  fact  that  the  year  was 
one  in  which  the  rainfall  was  below  the  average,  there  was 
no  cause  to  impose  any  restrictions  on  the  consumers. 

No  alterations  in  the  treatment  of  the  water  has  been  made 
the  process  being  Chlorination  and  de-chlorination  at  source. 
62  samples  were  analysed  all  being  satisfactory. 

The  total  consumption  for  the  year  was  33,  188,000  gallons 
an  increase  of  3,493, OOOngallons  on  the  previous  year. 

(2)  DRAINAGE  AND  SEIYERACE;-  The  system  of  drainage  and  sewage 
remains  unchanged,  maintenance  being  the  only  work  carried 
out  during  the  year,  the  (question  of  a  new  Sewerage  system 
is  still  under  consideration  with  the  possibility  of  linking 
up  v;ith  adjoining  districts. 


2,  RIVERS  AND  STREAJVIS ;  -  There  was  very  little  flow  in  the 
River  Great  Ouse  during  the  summer  months,  ov;ing  to  the  lack 
of  rainfall  and  added  to  this  there  was  an  abnormal  grovrth 
of  weeds  causing  the  water  to  become  stagnant,  the  conditions 
on  the  whole  were  exceptional  and  probably  will  not  occur 
again  for  a  considerable  number  of  years. 

The  River  G2*eat  Ouse  Catchment  Board  are  the  Controlling 
Authority,  the  Borough  Council  being  only  responsible  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  Staunch  and  Lock,  minor  repairs 
having  been  carried  out, 

3.  (1)  CLOSET  ACCOMODATION;-  Owing  to  the  lack  of  building 

facilities  very  little  work  has  been  carried  out  during 
the  year,  no.  conversions  from  Pail  to  Water  closets  have 
been  made.  The  emptying  of  pails  vi^hich  remain ’in  the  area 
is  still  carried  out  by  Contract. 

(2)  PUBLIC  CLEANSING.  The  Collection  of  House  Refuse  which  is 
carried  out, by  Contract  and  covers  the  Borough  twice 
weekly  remains  unaltered,  no  complaints  except  of  a  minor 
character  having  been  made. 

The  difficulty  which  has  arisen  of  disposing  .of  a  large 
accumulation  of  tins,-  partly  bec.ause  they'arb  nd  longer 
required  for  salvage  remains  and  in  addition  it  is  notice¬ 
able  the  amount  of  tins  received  increase  in  number  annually. 
Although  there  is  a-  considerable  decline  in  the  amount  of 
salvage  collected,  the  Council  still  make  arrangements  to 
dispose  of  the  materials  which  are  required  by  the  Ministry. 


4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 


SHOPS  AND  OFFICES. 

and  Offices  and  no 


No  complaints  v/ere  received  as  to  Shops 
infringements  found  during  the  year. 


8. 


CAiviPING  SITES.  No  area  in  the  Borough  was  licenced  as  a 
Camping  site  and  no  applications  were  received  for  same. 

SMOKE  ABATEi\/IENT.  No  nuisances  were  observed  and  no  complaints 
received. 

3WIMING  BATH  POOL.  The  construction  and  general  lay-out  of 
the  Baths  remains  the  same,  the  bath  is  fed  by  the  River 
Great  Ouse  there  being  a  stream  flowing  through  which 
provides  a  continual  change  of  water. 

Once  again  the  attendance  was  above  normal  showing  the 
demand  for  such  recreation. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS.  One  case  was  notified  during  the 
year  and  was  treated  with  Matafly  Spray  and  Sulphur  Gas. 
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il^SPECT ION . plfi)  SUPERVISION  OF  POOD. 

(a)  I.IILK  SUPPLY.  The  number' of.  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  in  the 
'ftstrict  has  decreased  by  two  tlie  total  now  being  seven. 
Practically  the  whole  of  the’  milk  retailed  in  the  Borough 
is  produced  in  the  St.  Ives  Rural  District. 

(b)  MEAT.  Private  Slaughterhouses  are  still  out  of  commission 
the  whole  of  the  slaughtering  being  carried  out. under  the 
Ministry  of  Pood  at  the  Borough  Slaughterhouse. 

The  inspection  of  the  meat  is  carried  out  by  Officials 
employed  by  the  County  Council. 

(c)  BAKEHOUSES.  The  three  registered  bakehouses  have  been 
maintained  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

(d)  factories.  No  complaints  were  received  and  no  infringements 
found. 


HOUSING. 


1,  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year:- 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  132 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose.  144 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
re cor.ded  under  the  ..  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  9 

•  (b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose,  12 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation’  ... 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those, 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
haman  habitation.  ...  ... 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  . 
formal  Noti'ces:- 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  its  Officers  ...  ... 


0 


51 


39 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  powers  during  the  yeor;- 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9»10  and  16  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  0 

repairs.  •  . 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were---:.-  - ■ 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  by  Owners  ...  ...  ^ 

(b)  by  Local ‘Authority  in  def ault 

of  owners  ...  . .  •  '  .  ^ 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:- 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  whj^ch 
Notices  were  served  requir ing. defe cts . tp’ be 
remedied  ...  ...  .  •  • 
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V 


m 


4. 


(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices: 

fa)  by  Owners  ...  ... 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  Ov/ne  rs .  ...  ... 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936:-  i 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  wore  made  ... 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ... 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  1 2  of  the  Housing  Act 

1936:-  ■  _ 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  v/hich  Closing  Orders  were 
made. 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders-  were 
determined  the  tenement  or  room  have  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ... 


Housing  Act,  1939  -  Part  IV  -  Overcrowding: - 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dv/ellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ...  ...  ... 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ... 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ... 

(b)  Number  of  new  .cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

the  year  ...  ...  .... 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during 

the  year  ...  ...  ... 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dv/ellinghouses 

have  again  become  overcrov/ded  after  the  Local 
Authority  has  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of 
overcrowding  ...  ..w  ... 

(e)  It  was  found  impossible  to  alleviate  the  overcrowding 
position  owing  to  the  shortage  of  accommodation 
through  v/as  time  conditions. 


0 

0 


0 

0 


0 


0 


2 

3 

20 

0 

0 

0 


0 


PREVALENCE  CONTROL  OP  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


There  were  notifications  of  the  following 


Scarlet  Fever 

Pneumonia 

Enteric  Fever 

Whooping  Cough 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

Measles 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 


Immunization  against  Diphtheria  during  194^'; - 


Completion  of  course,  children  under  5 


0 

1 

0 

32 

0 

0 

5 

2 


18 


"  "  over  5 

and  under  1 5  2 

The  children  under  5  were  treated  at  the  Clinic,  but  in  addition 
a  certain  number  in  both  classes  have  been  immunised  privately. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pul 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

•Pul 

period 

M 

P 

M 

P 

P 

M 

P 

0 

1 

5 

10 

15 

20 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65 

and  upwards 

*  \ 

*  i 

*  i 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

1 

1 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

t  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

•  •  •  • 

Totals. 

1 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

GENERAIi  PROVISION  OF  HE/JjTH  SERVICES- FOR  THE  AREA. 

There  has  been  no  change  in  theLaboratory  facilities, 
/jnbulances,  Nursing  in  the  Home  and  the  Isolation  Hospital  all  of 
which  are  working  satisfactory,. 


